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MACRO-ECONOMICS and economic policy
Kazakh president stresses need for WTO accession

Kazakhstan's accession to the WTO on favourable conditions is one of the priorities of the government's work, Kazakh President Nursultan Nazarbayev has said. "Accession to the WTO on favourable conditions for Kazakhstan is a goal that we must achieve," he said in parliament today, delivering his annual

address to the people of the country. "We need a very quick and extensive introduction of international technical standards. This is my main task to the government, this is its direct obligation and responsibility to society," the president added.

New appointments made at Kazakh anti-corruption commission

Amendments were made to the Kazakh presidential decree on establishment of a commission at the Kazakh presidency for observance of ethics and fighting against corruption. In accordance with the decree, deputy heads of the presidential administration, Onalsyn Zhumabekov and Berik Imashev, were

appointed deputy chairmen of the commission. A senior inspector at the presidential administration's department for law-enforcement and judicial system affairs, Sayan Akhmetzhanov, and the head of the defence and public security department of the prime minister's office, Rinat Shamsuddinov, have also been included in the commission.

Kazakh military ponders navy development proposal 

The Kazakh Defence Ministry is considering a blueprint for the development of the country's naval forces (NF) for the period until 2025. A ministry press release says a discussion on the blueprint took place today

in Astana, in which Minister Daniyal Akhmetov took part. The press release says the commander of the armed forces' West regional command, Rear Admiral Ratmir Komratov, explained during the debate that the

blueprint included three development stages: 2007-10; 2011-15; and 2016-25. "During the discussion, Akhmetov gave [the bodies concerned] a week to present a full case for the proposed NF structural changes." "The minister also said that the planned purchase of ships for the country's naval forces should be based on whether the types of vessels to be bought match the nature of potential security threats. He added that the arming of the ships should be part of the overall planned purchases.
Akhmetov noted that orders for light-displacement naval ships would be placed with the Zenit joint-stock company (in Uralsk, West Kazakhstan Region's administrative centre).
Mangistau Investment Projects presented in Astana

A presentation was delivered on investment projects in the Mangistau Oblast at the Palace of Peace and Accord on March 26 in Astana. The presentation was dedicated to the 10th anniversary of the county's long-term development strategy titled; Kazakhstan-2030. President Nazarbayev attended the event. 
According to the Mangistau Oblast Akimat, the projects included some that are currently underway at the Aktau Sea Port Special Economic Zone, as well as over 20 new ones. It is planned to expand the Special Economic Zone by 6 times, and investments in the amount of over $300 million will be needed, the akimat reported. 
The Mangistau Oblast Akimat said that companies such as Arman-Munay (which will build a plant to produce steel straight-line-seam pipes), Fiber Glass Systems (a glass fiber pipe plant), Termostroy (metal wall panel factory), the DANAKE Corporation (plants for electric cables, pre-fabricated structures, electrodes and core wires) presented their projects in Astana. 
In addition, an integral regional infrastructure development project called Earth - Sea – Sky was presented, which will include the creation of a multimodal transportation and logistics center at the Special Economic Zone that will entail a sea port, airport, automobile and railways roads, an Aktau Industries production center, Caspian shelf infrastructure development center and a new international airport with a freight terminal. 

Japanese trade minister to visit Kazakhstan for strenthening energy diplomacy 

Economy, Trade and Industry Minister Akira Amari together with Japanese power companies, trading houses and nuclear energy-related companies plans an energy visit to Kazakhstan in April-early May 2007. Japanese side plans to reach agreements in the nuclear energy field, including the joint development in Kazakhstan of  uranium mines and Japanese technological assistance in building nuclear reactors in the country.
	



The automobile assembly factory in the East of Kazakhstan, Aziya Avto, will launch the assembly line for Chevrolet cars in the summer 2007
The agreement on this has been signed between Aziya Avto and the South Korean division of the General Motors corporation – GM Daewoo. The first models which will be assembled at the factory will be Lacetti, Epica and Captiva. The components for the assembly will be supplied by GM Daewoo. This year the factory plans to assembly 1,300 cars of these models. The first Chevrolet produced in Kazakhstan will be delivered to the markets in July 2007. Aziya Avto assemblies cars such as Skoda Octavia, Skoda Superb, Niva.

Ministry of Transport rejects Regional Air Company Idea
Ministry of Transport and Communications rejects the idea of forming a regional air company, Minister of  Transport and Communications Serik Akhmetov said during a plenary Majilis session on March 1st. “The Ministry of Transportation and Communications believes that the creation of a regional air company, at least by the end of 2007 does not make sense, as presently, demand for air transportation is being satisfied by existing companies,” he explained. “There are seven air companies in Kazakhstan at the present time. We believe that it would only be reasonable to develop and support Air Astana, but to observe its operations very strictly, particularly in the area of rendering quality services,” he said.
Kazakhstan plans training centres as need for specialists grows

Kazakhstan needs about 100,000 technical specialists, Minister of Education and Science Zhanseit Tuymebayev has said at a meeting with the representatives of a Norwegian fund and the Nursultan Nazarbayev public education fund. The parties discussed cooperation in the development of

professional education in Kazakhstan. The Education Ministry signed a memorandum of cooperation with a German fund. In 2005, the Nursultan Nazarbayev public education fund and a Norwegian fund

under the [Norwegian] Education Ministry signed a memorandum of cooperation in the development of a system for professional education and the training of specialists. Under this agreement, around 100 college teachers have already undergone training at Norwegian training centres. 

Currently, with the support of Norwegian partners, the Education Ministry is planning to set up four training centres for training technical specialists: for the oil and gas industry in Atyrau; cotton in Symkent;

power engineering in Pavlodar; and car-building in Oskemen. The minister, Zhanseit Tuymebayev, said that in the very near future, the curriculum and teaching methods at technical colleges will be revised to

conform to international standards. There will be four regional centres with the main focus on this. Those will

be real and effective centres for training specialists in these fields. [mentioned above].

Environment
Environment minister threatens to suspend operation of Kazakh-US oil giant

The Kazakh Ministry of Environmental Protection (KMEP) intends to ask a court to suspend the work of the TengizChevrOil (TCO) company in a compulsory manner if the oil extracting joint venture does not

present specific proposals on eliminating the environmental violations within a month, Minister of Environmental Protection Nurlan Iskakov has said. "We will adopt specific recommendations to the government already today, and the next step - if the company will not provide us (and will we tell about

this to the mass media) with specific actions to neutralize (the simultaneously extracted) sulphur as a waste and to observe the environmental protection legislation - we reserve the right to suspend the company's operations. This [shall be done] through a legal procedure, and as a ministry, we have the right to do so," the minister told journalists. He made the remarks during a break in a session of the interdepartmental commission on stabilizing the quality of the environment. Nearly 100 environmental violations have reportedly been registered at the company.
energy & natural RESOURCES

New oil project launched in Kazakh south

Kazakh companies have started crude oil and gas explorations near the Lake Alakol, in southern Almaty Region. The budget of the four-year project is 35m dollars. The Alakol basin is in the same sub-latitudinal zone with well-known Karamay and Dushanzi oil fields of China. A large-scale oil and gas exploration has been in progress in Almaty Region since October last year. Specifically, the Alakol basin - which up until now has not been virtually explored in this respect - is being explored. If the explorations with the application of geophysical methods are to be crowned with success, one more oil and gas province will appear on the map of Kazakhstan.
The managing-director of the North Caspian Petroleum Ltd, Valeriy Belousov, told: "Considering the growing world demand for crude hydrocarbons, and also huge reserves of mineral resources in Kazakhstan, we obtained, in December 2005, a 50-per cent sub-soil rights and the right to carry out crude hydrocarbon explorations in the Alakol basin. Our partner in this project is Corporation Remas Limited Liability Partnership." 

The aforementioned company is represented in our country by its daughter enterprise, the North Caspian Oil Company Limited Liability Partnership, which is also involved in this project as an operator. Its director, Nulran

Aktanov, tells us about it in more detail: "The total area of the contract territory of the Alakol basin is 32,000 sq.

km. The budget of the geologic exploration operations on the project for 2006-10 is over 35m dollars. The explorations are being conducted with a view to defining the most promising sectors of crude hydrocarbons. The subcontractor company, Kazakhstankaspiyshelf, which is conducting field seismic exploration operations, possesses its own field base camps taking into consideration the conveniences for working out the planned seismic sections." 

To date, huge work has already been done within the framework of the Alakol project. The interpretation of gravimetric and magneto-metric details has been carried out, the chart of anomaly of gravity has been made and analysed, the deciphering of space geological pictures of the contract area and regional geologic researches with selection of samples and their further geochemical and petrochemical studies at laboratories have been carried out. All these complicated studies are needed for specialists to come to a conclusion that forecasts about the presence of hydrocarbons in the Alakol basin is very favourable, moreover, this territory is in the same sub-latitudinal zone with well-known hydrocarbons fields of Karamay and Dushanzi in China.

Energy Ministry reconsidering Nursultan Deposit

Energy Minister, Bakhytkozha Izmukhambetov told journalists that Kazakhstan was reconsidering the potential of the Nursultan oil deposit. “There is a possibility that the estimated reserves of this deposit are much higher than we formerly believed, and we now want to make sure of this in order not to fail again”. Izmukhambetov said. “We should study this deposit more thoroughly and only then should we take a corresponding decision. We will not announce any tender right now,” the Minister said. The minister said that Shell and ConocoPhillips participated in exploration of this deposit. He added that judging by the interaction between the government and the two companies, they appear to be very keen on the project and think that the deposit is a very attractive one. He added that many other companies might become interested in the project as well. 
As a reminder, in November 2006 the Vice Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources, Lyazzat Kiinov said that Caspian sea-based deposits could turn out to be one large structure, like a second Kashagan. 

Kazakhstan plans gas pipeline to China

Kazakhstan is planning to build a gas pipeline to China by 2010, a newspaper has said, quoting Energy and Mineral Resources Minister Baktykozha Izmukhambetov. Kazakhstan will no longer be dependent on Russia in

transporting gas abroad, and the pipeline may also be used to pump Turkmen gas to China, the paper said. 

Energy and Mineral Resources Minister Baktykozha Izmukhambetov said that a gas pipeline would be built to link Kazakhstan's west with its south by 2010. This seemingly commonplace statement contains another, more important, meaning for the energy market of this country. 
To all appearances, the construction of western Kazakhstan-western China gas pipeline - which will not only boost Kazakhstan's cooperation with China,

but will also reduce Kazakhstan's dependence on Russia in terms of hydrocarbons transit to world markets - has eventually been resolved in the government.

Two alternative routes

As is known, the Kazakh and Chinese authorities considered the construction of two gas pipelines from western Kazakhstan to western China. The first one was a pipeline from the [Kazakh] west to the settlement of Atasu in Central Kazakhstan, which would then follow the line of the existing Atasu-[Chinese] Alashankou. The shipment of oil and gas along this route would allow saving on the infrastructure.

The second route is rather interesting. The pipeline is to link western Kazakhstan to its south, easing the gas shortage there, and then the gas is to be transported on to China. The southern version is good in that it

enables Turkmenistan to join it - it has long been holding talks with China on the construction of a gas pipeline. But the southern route is, apparently, longer. The energy and mineral resources minister will present the programme for the construction of Beyneu-Bozoy-Shalkar-Samsonovka gas pipeline to the prime minister [Karim Masimov] this week and report to him that talks on Turkmen gas supplies to China along this pipeline are underway. This prompts the following conclusion: the Kazakh government has eventually decided to build a gas pipeline to China. 

Benefits for Kazakhstan

This project will help solve a huge number of extremely important tasks facing this country. First, the problems of the south which heavily depends on increasingly more expensive Uzbek gas. Second, the gas produced from Kazakh gasfields will, at last, find its consumer, and it will be much simpler for mineral resources developers to solve the problem of its utilization. Currently, the gas is known to be burnt in flares, which damages the environment. Oil engineers have already started to tackle this problem in earnest and have promised to stop the burning by 2011. The new gas pipeline will help them in achieving this. Third, this country will start receiving revenues from its gas supplies and the transit of someone else's gas to China. Fourth, the omnipotent [Russian] Gazprom will no longer be able to tell Kazakhstan at which price it should sell its gas. Currently, the only way to export our gas is through Russian territory, that is why Kazakhstan has to give in to any conditions that Moscow can think about. However, that will not last long.

Kazakhstan signs deal to build pipeline bypassing Russia

Kazakhstan has signed an agreement on linking oilfields in its western region with the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline. Kazakh state gas company KazMunaiGaz signed the deal with Agip KCO and TengizChevrOil on 24 January. Kazakhstan has made the first step toward its goal, the diversification of oil exporting routes to Europe. The construction of the Kazakh [Caspian] transporting system will make it possible to pump Caspian oil to world markets bypassing Russia. An agreement on the project has been signed.

Polish delegation discusses oil pipeline in Kazakh capital

Kazakhstan and Poland are planning to create a working group to work out oil transportation proposals from Kazakhstan via the future Odessa-Brody-Plock oil pipeline, the Kazakh Energy and Mineral

Resources Ministry said.The decision was taken by the Kazakh energy ministry and a Polish delegation

with deputy Economy Minister Piotr Naimski. Also in attendance were managers of Kazakh KazMunayGaz [oil and gas] company and the Polish PKN Orlen concern. Piotr Naimski expressed interest in cooperation with Kazakhstan in the power sector. The delegation also held talks on preparations for Poland's President Lech Kaczynski's visit to Kazakhstan towards the end of March. 
Kazakhstan increases its exports of oil and gas
The export of oil and gas condensate increased to 5.052 million tonnes in January 2007, which is an increase by 32.5% year-on-year. Thus it raised $2.008 million from the exports which is $590,000 more than last year. 

Kazakhstan also exported 281,800 tonnes of petroleum products which is 168,000 more than in January 2006. The import of petroleum products was 216,000 tonnes whereas in January 2006 it was 113,000 tonnes. In money expression Kazakhstan raised $92.4 mln. from this export and imported petroleum products for $97.9 mln. The export of natural gas in January 2007 was 1.226 billion cubic meters, in money expression - $40.6 mln. The import of natural gas was 1.034 billion cubic meters in the same period . The export of gas is 104.1 mln. cubic meters less than in January 2006 and import has decreased by 25.9 mln. cubic meters. 

Kazakhmys Plc, the leading Kazakh company in the production of copper, enters the lucrative oil and gas sector by agreeing to purchase the Dostan-Temir company from Total Commerce Solutions Ltd. 
The value of the deal has not been disclosed by parties. The Dostan Temir LLP. has the right to develop oil and gas fields in Western Kazakhstan, namely the East Akzhar exploration block to the south of the Aktobe region. Currently Kazakhmys is looking at different options for developing the block. The company’s general director Vladimir Kim has said that this was the first step in the strategy of diversifying business. Kazakhmys has held its IPO at London Stock Exchange in autumn last year and has raised 661.4 mln. pounds ($1.26 billion). This is the second mining company operating in Kazakhstan which taps into the oil and gas market after Mittal Steel company. 
Chevron said it will incur higher costs on oil exploration projects worldwide, including in Kazakhstan. This increase is due to a surge in rental prices for drilling rigs. The recent row raised by the Environmental Protection Ministry over the alleged violation of requirements for storing sulphur, which has put the Tengizchevroil contract at jeopardy, might also have had the impact on rising costs. The Environmental Protection Minister Nurlan Iskakov has demanded that the company pays a high fine for the allegedly improper storage and presents a list of measures it will take to compensate for its alleged violations. The gas injection project which is planned to be launched at Tengiz by the TengizChevroil company in 2007 will help yield three times more output by 2012. By that time the output is expected at 1 mln. barrels of crude oil per day. So this increase might be worth the costs the company incurs now. Meanwhile, the Agip Consortium which is developing several oil blocks in Northern Caspian, including the acclaimed Kashagan, is also facing increased costs due to technical difficulties in the implementation of the project. KazMunayGaz is planning to increase the loan it has taken to finance its share in the North Caspian project to $1.5 bln. The original amount of loan was $800 mln. The loan will be expanded until the end of 2008. The company did not specify what will be the sources of additional financing.

New Oil Pipeline will go to China

The China National Petroleum Corp (CNPC) will invest CNY 8 billion into an oil pipeline project connecting the Xingjian-Uighur autonomous district and the Gansu province for the transportation of raw materials from Kazakhstan on the recently commissioned Atasu-Alashankou pipeline. 
The throughput capacity of the new line will total 10 million tons per year. The construction of three oil depots is planned, with up to 28 million tons capacity each in Hainan, Guangdong and Hebei provinces.
New oil, gas complex being built in Kazakh west

The Agip KCO company, which develops the Kazakh sector of the Caspian Sea shelf, has announced construction of an oil and gas refining complex in [western] Atyrau Region. This complex, together with the Bolashak gas refinery being built 30 km from Atyrau, will make it possible to refine 56m to 70m t of

oil annually. The oil [for the complex] will be extracted at the Kashagan sea oil field. Surface pipelines will connect the complex to artificial islands, where wells are being drilled. 
The company's specialists say the environmental impact will be minimal as monitoring stations will observe pollution levels. [Luciano Vasques, the Agip KCO regional director, captioned] We suppose that

oil extraction on the shelf can impact the fishing industry. We allocate 2.2m dollars to compensate for possible damage. The company will allocate another 3m dollars for the development of a salmon farm.

Kazakhstan builds new Batumi Oil Refinery
KMG and Greenoak Group have signed a mutual understanding memo studying the possibility of construction a new oil refinery in Batumi. The investments will exceed $1 billion. KMG President Uzakbai Karabalin and Chairman of the Board of Directors of Batumi Oil Terminal Jan Bonde Nielsen have signed a relevant memo. The capacity of new oil refinery to be based at Batumi will total at 5-7 million tons a year. The plant will be built on the site of 80 hectares. Greenoak Group has agreed the acquisition of this site with the Georgian government in 2006. The site is tightly adjacent to Batumi Oil Terminal. Jan Bonde Nielsen stated, “The initiative of developing oil processing industry follows the creation of strategic partnership with KazTransGas, the country’s national transport company in 2006.” These two companies have created a joint venture called Batumi terminals in September 2006. Its purpose is to provide throughput of large amounti oil through Batumi Oil Terminal.
Turkish Calik and Indian Oil partnering with KMG on Oil Refinery
The Turkish Calik and Indian Oil will become KMG’s partners in building an oil refinery on the Mediterranean port of Ceyhan in Turkey, Calik reported. President Nazarbayev had first given a report on the abovementioned agreement in Turkey in May 2006. Calik Energy and Indian Oil have submitted a corresponding statement for the joint venture to Turkish regulatory bodies. Azerbaijan’s oil is now being supplied to Ceyhan through the pipe via Georgian territory. The Ceyhan is the final destination for the Iraqi oil being supplied from Kirkuk. The Turkish regulation department is expected to approve the construction plan over the next month. Calik Energy is also building a pipeline leading from the Turkish coast of the Black Sea to Ceyhan in partnership with the Italian ENI, which is also participating in developing Caspian deposits in Kazakhstan. 

infrastructure
Kazakhstan plans $4 Billion Contracts for Infrastructure

Kazakhstan plans to tender KZT 500 billion of transport contracts as the Central Asian country uses its oil wealth to improve infrastructure. Tenders for 16 projects including road, railway and ports will be held for three years through 2009, Kairbek Sadvakasov, a Transport Ministry spokesman, said. 
Contractors will retain control of the infrastructure until they return their investment through tolls and other charges. Kazakhstan plans to build 1,600 kilometers of new railroads and to electrify 2,700 kilometers of existing ones, Zhenis Kasymbek, deputy transport and communications minister, said. 
The Central Asian country also plans to resurface 50,000 kilometers of roads. Kazakhstan's economy grew by 10.6% to $77.9 billion last year, bolstered by a 35.6% expansion of its building industry, according to the Statistics Agency. 
By 2015, Kazakhstan's daily oil output could triple to 3.6 million barrels - amounting to about 4% of the world's output in 2005 and about a third of the contribution of Saudi Arabia, the world's largest crude supplier. The country plans a total 3.4 trillion tenge of transport projects through 2015. This includes 124 billion tenge planned for civil aviation in the next three years, about a quarter of that financed from the state budget. 
The government also plans to tender the management contract for the Caspian port of Aktau, the country's biggest, according to a November 21 statement from the prime minister's office. 
The proposed infrastructure projects come after China last month bid $2.3 billion to help build a highway across Kazakhstan, allowing freight to be driven directly from producers in China to European markets. 

Massive Underground Entertainment Center beginning Construction despite Protests
The construction of the underground Almaly Entertainment Center under “Novoye Ploshad,” or the “New Square” of the Republic has begun, despite an outcry on the part of certain members of the public, which began in late January. Groups that are opposed to the new complex feel that the choice of location is improper, taking into consideration the historical role that the square had in the December 1986 revolution. 
A public servant who counts himself as one of those opposed to the project, Zhasaral Kuanyshalin, said that the new facility did not merely represent an effort to make money, but was also a deliberate attempt to downplay the importance of the 1986 social strife. 
Representatives from national-democratic organizations had sent a petition to the Almaty Akim, Imangali Tasmagambetov and the President of the Basis-A Corporation, demanding that the project be halted. He added however that he “disagreed absolutely with a number of Almaty residents, as the square is neither a cemetery nor a museum”. 
The multi-functional, Almaly Entertainment Center will occupy nearly 100,000 square meters covering the area between the Satpayev, Furmanov and Zheltoksan Streets. The underground complex will be three-tiered, or a total of 14-20 meters deep. It will include cinemas, a billiard club, a bowling center, a network of restaurants, cafes, shops and boutiques, playgrounds and other facilities, including underground parking for up to 1,000 cars.
 

Civil Construction increases by 1.3 Times
The bulk of this year's construction work in Kazakhstan, up until the end of February, reached KZT 84.7 billion, or 30% more than twelve months ago. According to the Sate Statistics Agency, during the reporting period, private companies performed the great majority of all construction operations. Since the beginning of 2007, over 6.5 thousand buildings, including 5,783 residential houses, have been erected across the country. 
The Agency added that KZT 52.8 billion in investment were directed for housing construction from January through to February of this year.

China and South Korea submit Little Las Vegas Projects

Chinese and South Korean companies have presented projects for a future “Little Las Vegas,” in Kazakhstan, planned for construction somewhere on the coast of Kapchagai Lake. Deputy Almaty Oblast Akim Amandyk Batalov has commented that the government and local authorities will now select one of the proposed projects for the future city, which is planned to have a population of about 70,000 people. 
Mr. Batalov added that the Chinese Talented Dragon Investment Ltd and Shun Tak Holdings (Hong Kong) are prepared to invest a joint amount of $10 billion into the construction of a new city on the right coast of the Kapchaggai water reservoir. “The investors have already designed the resort area, which has been conditionally coined, “the City of Miracles,” Batalov noted. 
He added that the project developers have offered to build Kazakhstan's tallest skyscraper right in the city center. If approved, the “Miracle Tower” would stand at 607 meters (1,991 feet) and its design would symbolize Kazakhstan's year of independence. It is planned to place restaurants, shops, offices, and luxury apartments on the top floors of this building.According to the preliminary plans, the city would take from three to six years to construct. The South Korean Rehoboth Group has also submitted a proposal for a city called Zhana Ily, which would include gaming enterprises, Mr. Batalov said. He added that this project is estimated at a cost of about $20 billion, and that the company would include a number of socially important structures inside.

A-rated Warehouse opens in Almaty
The A-rated warehouse complex will begin operating in Almaty soon, according to Irina Gurova, the chief of the Business Development Department at Central Asian Logistics Management, which operates the warehouse. The warehouse terminals take up nearly 50,000 square meters, and include nearly 65,000 pallet sites. It provides rack storage, floor storage, close-meshed areas, pharmaceutical storage facilities, low-temperature, customs premises and others. The warehouse has the capability to unload 48 trucks and 28 railway carriages simultaneously. Central Asian Logistics Management also plans to open warehouses in Astana, Aktobe other regional cities as part of the creation of a logistics network across Kazakhstan.

Capital Partner’s starts New Project in Almaty

Capital Partners and the leading independent British school Haileybury have signed an agreement to build a British Haileybury school in Almaty. The school will be located on Al-Farabi Avenue embracing an area of 3.5 hectares, on the bank of Yesentai River. The construction of the Hailey-Almaty School will begin in May 2007, and will open in September 2008. The facility will seat 640 students, with a possible expansion to 940 desks in the future. According to Capital Partners, the school will be constructed by the Turkish Enka company. Other large-scale projects launched by Capital Partners in Kazakhstan include the Almaty Financial District, the Yesentai-Park project, which includes the highest tower in the country - Yesentai Tower, Medeo and the Chimbulak mountain resort. Today Capital Partners works in Almaty, Moscow Kiev and Istanbul, according to Guide to Property. 
Kazakhstan needs Satellite Towns and Transport Infrastructure
The development of satellite towns to solve urban overcrowding will only be effective in Kazakhstan if the government invests in workable public transport links. During a February 8th urban development meeting in Almaty, President Nursultan Nazarbaev said that he was concerned over the country’s increasing population in larger cities, especially Almaty. The president is proposing to develop existing satellite towns as large suburbs to solve the urban overcrowding problem. He has called on researchers to determine the maximum number of people that Almaty and Astana could accomodate while continuing to provide adequate environmental and sanitary conditions. Observers are welcoming the proposal, but stress the importance of developing good public transport links in order to prevent pollution from getting any worse while allowing people to commute to work. Currently, neither Almaty, nor Astana has adequate infrastructure for coping with such expansion. 

Almaty-based NBCentralAsia analyst Eduard Poletaev has suggested that the government “develop a system of suburban electric trains and an underground network first”. 
Almaty Akim Imangali Tasmagambetov has indicated that construction of the city metrowill be completed by around 2009. Satellite town development cannot start before 2010 or 2011, so in the meantime, cities near Almaty including Kapchagai, Esik and Talgar will have to bear the brunt of the overspill. 


Microsoft Innovation Center opens in Kazakhstan

The Alatau IT City Information Technology Park has opened a Microsoft Innovation Center. Microsoft has launched the center in cooperation with Hewlett Packard at the Alatau IT City, according to a company press release. The main purpose of the center is to provide opportunities for customers, developers and partners to solve business goals based on the latest IT innovations. The opening of the Microsoft Innovation Center will contribute to the development of a national software industry, the IT market and the utilization of licensed software programs, which will give Kazakhstan the opportunity to advance its standing in the global IT sector. 
    

Exhibitions
	Event
	Title
	Country
	City
	Venue
	Date 

	KAZUPACK 2007
	5th Anniversary Kazakhstan International Packaging, Tare, Label Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Almaty
	Atakent
	April 4-7

	KAZPRINTMEDIA 2007
	5th Anniversary Kazakhstan International Printing, Advertising, Design Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Almaty
	Atakent
	April 4-7

	ATYRAU OIL & GAS 2007
	6th North Caspian Regional Exhibition Atyrau Oil & Gas 
	Kazakhstan
	Atyrau
	Renaissance Atyrau Hotel
	April 11-13

	BISHKEK BUILD 2007
	5th Anniversary Kyrgyzstan International Building & Construction, Heating & Ventilation Exhibition
	Kyrgyzstan
	Bishkek
	The Palace of Sports
	 April 18-20

	MANGYSTAU BUILD 2007
	1st Mangystau Regional Construction Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Aktau
	Astana Trade Centre
	April 25-27

	AUTOWORLD-ASTANA 2007
	5th Anniversary Kazakhstan International Cars, Commercial Vehicles, Automotive spare parts, Equipment, Technologies and Accessories Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Astana
	Alatau Sports Palace
	April 25-27

	KITF 2007
	7th Kazakhstan International Tourism & Travel Fair
	Kazakhstan
	Almaty
	Atakent
	April 26-28

	SPORT EXPO Central Asia 2007
	4th Central Asian International Sport & Leisure Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Almaty
	Atakent
	April 26-28

	Hotel & Restaurant Expo Kazakhstan 2007
	3rd Central Asian International Everything for hotels, restaurants, supermarkets Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Almaty
	Atakent
	April 26-28

	CLEANEXPO 2007
	5th Anniversary Central Asian International Specialised Cleaners, Dry Cleaning and Laundry Machines, Cleaning Equipment Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Almaty
	Atakent
	April 26-28

	BITF 2007
	2nd Kyrgyzstan International Tourism & Travel Fair
	Kyrgyzstan
	Bishkek
	The Palace of Sports
	May 2-4

	ASTANA BUILD 2007
	9th Kazakhstan International Building & Construction, Interiors, Heating & Ventilation, Windows & Doors, Facades Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Astana
	Alatau Sports Palace & Congress Hall
	May 16-18

	KIHE 2007
	14th Kazakhstan International Healthcare Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Almaty
	Atakent
	May 16-19

	INTERFOOD ASTANA 2007
	9th Kazakhstan International Food Industry Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Astana
	Alatau Sports Palace
	May 30 - June 1

	AgriHort Astana 2007
	2nd Kazakhstan International Agriculture Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Astana
	Alatau Sports Palace
	May 30 - June 1

	CEM Central Asia 2007
	3rd Central Asian International Household Appliances, Consumer Electronics and Houseware Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Almaty
	Atakent
	May 30 - June 1

	KITEL 2007                                            Software Showcase 2007                           TRBK 2007
	14th Central Asian International Exhibition Telecommunications & Computer Technologies, TV, Radio, Broadcast & Broadban, Software & Automation
	Kazakhstan
	Almaty
	Atakent
	May 29 - June 1      

	BankTech 2007
	3rd Central Asian International Banking Technologies, Equipment & Services Exhibition and Conference
	Kazakhstan
	Almaty
	Atakent
	May 29 - June 1      

	KAZBUILD 2007
	14th Kazakhstan International Building & Construction, Interiors, Heating & Ventilation, Windiws & Doors, Facades Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Almaty
	Atakent
	September 4-7

	MiningWorld CENTRAL ASIA 2007
	13th Central Asian International Mining Exploration & Mining Equipment Exhibition and Conference
	Kazakhstan
	Almaty
	Atakent
	September 19-21

	KAZCOMAK 2007
	4th Kazakhstan International Heavy Construction and Machinery Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Almaty
	Atakent
	September 19-21

	TRANSIT / TRANSKAZAKHSTAN 2007
	Kazakhstan International Transport & Logistics Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Almaty
	Atakent
	September 19-21

	EcoTech 2007
	4th Central Asian International EcoTechnologies and EcoServices for Industrial and Municipal Sectors Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Almaty
	Atakent
	September 19-21

	ASTANA KITEL 2007
	9th Kazakhstan International Telecommunications, Office & Computer Technologies and Security Systems Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Astana
	Congress Hall
	September 19-21

	ATYRAU FOOD 2007
	6th North Caspian Regional Food, Drinks & Packaging Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Atyrau
	Renaissance Atyrau Hotel
	September 20-22

	BISHKEK TELECOM 2007
	3rd Kyrgyzstan International Telecommunications & Computer Technologies Exhibition
	Kyrgyzstan
	Bishkek
	The Palace of Sports
	September 25-27

	ASTANA LEISURE 2007
	4th Kazakhstan International Tourism Exhibition in Astana
	Kazakhstan
	Astana
	Congress Hall
	September

	KIOGE 2007
	15th Anniversary Kazakhstan International Exhibition and Conference Oil & Gas
	Kazakhstan
	Almaty
	Atakent
	October 2-5

	KARAGANDA BUILD 2007
	1-st Karaganda Regional Construction Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Karaganda
	Sportcomplex Zhastar Kazakhmys
	October 4-6

	HOME STYLE ASTANA 2007
	4th Kazakhstan International Consumer Electronics, Furniture and Interior Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Astana
	Alatau Sports Palace
	October 11-13

	AGRICA 2007
	5th Anniversary Central Asian International Conference for Agriculture and Food Industry
	Kazakhstan
	Almaty
	Astana International Hotel
	October 29

	WORLDFOOD  KAZAKHSTAN 2007
	10th Anniversary Central Asian International Food Industry Exhibition
	Kazakhstan
	Almaty
	Atakent
	October 30 - November2

	POWER KAZAKHSTAN 2007
	6th Kazakhstan International Power and Lighting Exhibition and Conference
	Kazakhstan
	Almaty
	Atakent
	October 31 - November 2


overview Embassy-events


	Date
	Event
	Location

	29 March
	Dutch Business Drinks
	Intercontinental Hotel, Almaty

	19 April
	Dutch Business Drinks 
	Intercontinental Hotel, Almaty

	26 April
	Queen’s Day Astana
	Astana, SAS Radisson Hotel

	30 April
	Queen’s Day Almaty
	Hyatt Regency Hotel, Almaty

	25-26 May
	Roundtable/matchmaking-event in Aktau organised by the Embassy (infrastructure/maritime development)

	Aktau

	21 June
	Dutch Business Drinks 
	Intercontinental Hotel, Almaty

	19-21 September
	Mission of Dutch companies active in the transport section
	

	20 September
	Dutch Business Drinks 
	Intercontinental Hotel, Almaty

	1-5 October
	Mission of Dutch companies member of FME (Association of Dutch companies active in the technical-industrial sector Netherlands)
	

	October
	Mission Netherlands Ministry of Economic Affairs (to be confirmed)
	

	18 October

	Dutch Business Drinks
	Intercontinental Hotel, Almaty

	15 November
	Dutch Business Drinks
	Intercontinental Hotel, Almaty

	November/December
	Possibility to meet members of the economic section of the Embassy in the Netherlands at meetings organised by Netherlands export promotion agency EVD.
	The Netherlands

	20 December
	Dutch Business Drinks
	Intercontinental Hotel, Almaty


Welcome to the economic section of the Embassy-office in Almaty!
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From left to right: Mrs. Roza Zainutdinova, senior commercial officer, Mr. Geoffrey van Leeuwen,  Head of Almaty Embassy-Office  and Mr. Nico Brinkman, Deputy Head of the Economic Section.
If you have any comments or suggestions regarding this bulletin please contact Nico Brinkman or Roza Zainutdinova: +7 327 2503373, e-mail:  nico.brinkman@minbuza.nl / roza.zainutdinova@minbuza.nl / alm-ea@minbuza.nl. 
When visiting Astana, please do not hesitate to visit our Embassy there. H.E. Ambassador Mr. Klaas van der Tempel and his colleagues will be happy to receive you.

Embassy in Astana:

62, Kosmonavtov Street

Chubary mcrd, 8 floor, 801 room

010000 Astana

Tel: 7-3172-974481/82

Fax: 7-3172-974480
ast@minbuza.nl
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